
 

 
 
English Studies At Large: An Interdisciplinary Undergraduate Student Conference 
  
Call for Papers:  
“Peripheries and Multiplicities ” 
 
While scholarship can often focus on texts, conversations, or issues that occur at the center of a 
discipline, it is also imperative to consider alternatives. Addressing aspects of English Studies 
that exist on the peripheries or acknowledge the possibility of multiplicities is one way that we, 
as scholars, can continue to challenge and resist dominant hegemony.  
 
Organizers of the eighth annual English Studies At Large (ESAL) Conference invite 
undergraduate students to submit proposals for 15-minute scholarly presentations exploring the 
peripheries and multiplicities present in contemporary, historical, or fictional circumstances 
through one or more areas of English Studies.  
  
Possible topics involving the conference theme may include but are not limited to: 
Challenges to or absences from the canons 
Reclamations of texts, authors, or discourses 
Alternative readings 
Positions of dominance and subservience 
Language and materiality 
Current and historical disenfranchisement and oppression 
Spectrums and binaries  
Disparate and homogenous entities 
Representations of race, gender, sexuality, ability, and socio-economic status  
Challenges to cultural norms and ideologies 
Mixtures and nonconformity 
Pedagogy  
 



 

Organizers welcome the submission of pre-formed panels on related topics. They also encourage 
presentations engaging with diverse areas of English Studies, which include: literatures and 
cultures, language and linguistics, rhetoric and composition, technical communication, and 
digital humanities. Organizers would also invite presentations which emphasize pedagogy and 
teaching or publishing as they engage with areas of English Studies. 
  
Individual proposals should include a first page with the participant’s name, school affiliation, 
presentation title, technology needs, a brief (100-word) biography, and a contact e-mail address 
as well as a second page with a 250-word abstract of the proposed presentation with no 
identifying information. 
  
Panel proposals should include a title for the panel and presenter information for three presenters 
on the first page and abstracts for each presenter without identifying information on successive 
pages. Proposals may also indicate the name of a pre-chosen moderator if applicable. 
  
Proposals should be electronically submitted via e-mail to EnglishStudiesAtLarge@gmail.com. 
The deadline for proposal submission is Friday, December 22th, 2017. 
  
The 2018 ESAL Conference will be held on Saturday, February 10th in Stevenson Hall at Illinois 
State University in Normal, IL. 
  
If you have questions or would like further information, please contact Shelby Ragan and Britni 
Williams at EnglishStudiesAtLarge@gmail.com, or visit the conference website at 
http://englishstudiesatlarge.wordpress.com/. 
  
ESAL is co-sponsored by Sigma Tau Delta and the Illinois State University English Department. 
  
  
  
 


